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SPRING FAMILY PACK £40 


Ax PORK CHOPS 
Ae a 06 Oe LO) ae 
5 xX BONELESS PORK STEAKS 
2 lb MINCED STEAK 
2 lb MAYPOLE SAUSAGES 
3 X CHICKEN FILLETS 
1x3 % lb ROASTING CHICKEN 


KIDS SIMPLE SUPPER’S £25 


20 X ‘THIN SAUSAGES 
1KG MINCED STEAK 
4 X MINI GAMMON STEAKS 
16 x HOMEMADE CHICKEN GOUJONS 
12 x MAYPOLE MEATBALLS 
4X MINI GOURMET BURGERS 


ALL ENGLISH , ALL LOCALLY SOURCED!! 
CALL / EMAIL TO PRE ORDER (24 hrs Notice) 
01789 750213 — maypolebutchers@gmail.com 
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WELCOME 


Spring has arrived in Welford along with Issue 4 of Welford Matters. 

It is still good to hear about the continued enthusiasm for the magazine from many of you 
around the village and also from local businesses that actively support us by placing 
advertisements in our pages. In an era of on-line advertising and trade, an attractive 
colour printed magazine, reaching a specific local audience still has its benefits and 
proponents. Sponsorship is another way of supporting the magazine so if anyone feels 
they would like to do this, please get in touch with us via our email address. 

Many organisations and societies are regularly using the magazine to update us all on 
what is going on around the village and that is what Welford Matters is all about. But we 
still need to hear what is important to you as villagers — what amuses you, concerns, 
interests or annoys you! 

Looking through the magazine, if I had to find a single topic that crops up most 1n this 
issue, it is to do with traffic and speeding through the village. Both our County and 
District Councillors have felt strongly enough to write about it in their reports and the 
regular update from the Speed Awareness Group also 
highlights the issue and problems. But what do you think? 





Welfordmatters@gmail.com is the address to use to send in Dates for 20 1 T 


your thoughts or suggestions that you may want to share. Or 
you can pass a note to any of the Welford Matters team (see Issue 
below) on this or other topics that you wish to raise. 

Between now and Issue 5 we will see Mothering Sunday, #5 (May/Jun) 
Easter, St. George’s Day and, of course, April Fools’ Day. I 
think it was Mark Twain who said something along the lines of 
April Ist being the day when we are reminded of what we are 
on the other three hundred and sixty four days of the year. 
Doesn’t apply to us in Welford though! Happy Reading. #8 (Nov/Dec) 
Richard 


#6 (Jul/Aug) 


#/ (Sep/Oct) 


Deadline 
for articles 


17:00, 5 May 


WeelOre anil 


17:00, 8 Sep 


17:00, 3 Nov 


Thank you to our sponsors 


Welford on Avon Parish Council 
The Parish Church of St Peter 
Simon and Gill Carter 
Paul and Jan Stewart 


We do receive payment from adverts, but it is thanks to the 


sponsors that we can provide Welford Matters to the village 
free of charge. If you, or someone you know, would like to 
sponsor the magazine and help us contine to develop Welford 
Matters, please contact Norman at welfordadverts@gmail.com. 





WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 


Publication 
& Distribution 


20/21 May 
22/23 Jul 
23/24 Sep 


18/19 Nov 


Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 


Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 


Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Distribution: David Nicholls and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 
Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 


requested otherwise 
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Community 


Goodbye 


By the time you read this message, I will have moved on 
to my new post as Clerk to Alcester Town Council, so I 
wanted to write a few lines to say goodbye. 

I have really enjoyed my 11 years as Clerk to Welford- 
on-Avon Parish Council. Throughout this time, I have 
been lucky to work with a great group of Parish 
Councillors, all of whom have worked extremely hard for 
the benefit of the village. It has been a real team effort 
and I would like to thank them all. 

In particular, I would like to thank Malcolm Crump and 
Simon Carter, two fantastic and long-serving Chairmen of 
the Parish Council, both of whom I was fortunate to work 
with - their leadership in difficult times was invaluable. 

There have been lots of highlights in my job, but if I 
had to pick, I would choose the appeal victory against 
Gladman Developments. This was a “David and Goliath” 
story and an example of Welford at its best. A team of 20 
residents and councillors speaking at a Public Inquiry and 
convincing the Inspector that 90 houses should not be built 
on the edge of the village. Gladman boast that they win 
90% of their appeals but they lost ours! 
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Another highlight of a completely different type was 
the Street Party that we organised for the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 2012. Welford residents turned out in 
force for the day-long party around the maypole and our 
new bench around the horse chestnut tree was officially 
“opened”. The finale was the lighting of our beacon as 
part of the national celebration. This was a great day and 
brings back lots of happy memories. 

The best part of my job has however always been 
getting to know the residents of Welford. Whether I have 
spoken to you about a planning application, a missed 
rubbish collection, a leak in the road, a broken road sign, a 
pothole, litter, a fallen tree, speeding traffic, flooding, an 
election, a blocked footpath, verges, grit bins, the 
playground, an overhanging hedge, the allotments, a 
missing grave (yes really!), or anything else — it has been a 
pleasure dealing with you. 

I wish the Parish Council and all the residents of 
Welford-on-Avon the very best for the future. 

Vanessa Lowe 





Your Parish 
Council Clerk is 
changing! 
Our thanks go out to Vanessa 
Lowe as she finishes her very 
long stint as Welford Parish 
Council Clerk. ‘After 11 years 
she has done her bit and we’ll 
all miss her drive and 
enthusiasm for looking after 
people in Welford’ said Simon 
Carter, Chair of Welford on 
Avon Parish Council. Vanessa 
attended her last Parish Council 
meeting on the 7th March, 
where she was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers from the 
Parish Council. Mike Brain, 
County Councillor also gave 
her a gift in thanks for the work 
she has done with Mike on 
Schooling, traffic and flooding 
in the village. 

Please see the last page of 
the magazine for the new Parish 
Council contact details. 


Community 


Do you know how to keep your heart healthy? If not ask a 
Welford brownie as we have spent the last few weeks 
doing fun activities around healthy eating and exercise. 
We spent a meeting at Tesco in Stratford visiting the 
various food counters and going behind the scenes to see 
the giant fridges and were even shut in the freezer for a 
minute! We finished by trying some new cheeses, breads 
and seeds. Back at Brownies we made fruit kebabs and 
salad jars containing everything for a healthy meal. 

The Brownies exercise in all sorts of ways with some 
of their favourites being playing netball, bouncing on the 
trampoline, skipping and walking their pets — including 
their chickens! 

The girls have also learnt how to take their pulse at a 
resting rate and after exercise — our aerobics and skipping 
certainly got their pulses racing and hearts working. 

Welford Brownies meet on Thursdays during term-time 
from 6-7.30pm in the school hall. 

Margaret Formby 


~ 


Would you be interested in giving Guiding’s 
opportunities to more girls in Welford? 





Being a leader is extremely rewarding and great fun! 
No experience is necessary and full support is given. 


We would love to offer: 
- Rainbows to girls aged 5-7 
- Guides to those aged 10-14 


For more information 
please contact margaret.formby@btinternet.com or visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk 





Spring at Avon Cat Rescue 


The cold weather has kept us on our Easter Bazaar and Open Afternoon on 
toes, taking in cats living outside orin Saturday April 22nd at 2.00pm. at 
empty houses. We still manage to find Avon Cat Rescue. It is usually really 


new homes, even for the Golden well attended and enjoyable, provided 

Oldies who may be over 12 years old. the weather is kind. We are given an 

It is lovely for these pets to be given amazing array of items to sell and the 

another chance. Cake Stall is well known. Don't miss 
Our Jumble sale in the Memorial it! You can meet all the cats as well. 

Hall did well in February, raising Rosemary Spicer 

£788.93. Our next event will be our www.avoncatrescue.org 
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Telematclal 
= (=Youd dlor-], 


For all your electrical requirements 


BS/6/1 Part P Registered 


Phone: 01789 750861 


Mobile: 07970 138451 


6 Chapel Close 
Welford on Avon 





a a en 


oe 


=BAYMOT. 


= Building and Construction — 
Registered 40 years August 2014 


e HOUSE EXTENSIONS ° 
e ALTERATIONS « 
1. COTTAGE RENOVATIONS - 
f Free estimates 
Plans drawn & submitted 


Complete reliable service 


mt Loxley House, Barton Road, Welford 

™=07771 541 305 or 01789 750 900 
4 baymotconstruct@aol.com FMB 
 www.baymot.com 


We already look after over 
| and we'd love 
to bring your lawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, green and 
weed-free. 


_ We also provide: 


./ Hollow-tine aeration 

/ Scarification 

/ Oasis water conserver 

/ Lawn pest & disease control 
/ SlowMow - growth regulator 


GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 





As Welford-on-Avon and surrounding 
areas were seriously flooded during 
1988 & 2007 and now have a very 
proactive flood forum, I believe the 
following would be of interest to 
residents. 

WCC invite you to the 
Warwickshire Flood Summit, taking 
place on Saturday Ist April in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. The event will 
start at 10am and will finish around 
4:30pm. Building on the successes of 
the 2014 and 2015 Flood Summits, we 
are looking to engage with even more 
members of the public with the 2017 
event, by making it an open public 
event. 

The main objectives of the event 
are three-fold. 

1. To raise awareness of flood risk 
and promote realistic expectations 
of the role of Flood Risk 
Management Authorities, leading 
to action on the part of residents 
and businesses, therefore leading 
to greater resilience. 

2. To let people know that they are 
not alone, through displaying the 
positive community resilience 
work that has been achieved 
throughout the county. 


3. To gather views from the public, 
especially with respect to the 
implementation of the 
Warwickshire Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy one year 
after its adoption by Cabinet in 
April 2016. 

The event will be held in two 
locations within Stratford. Firstly, in 
the Stratford Arts House (Rother 
Street, Stratford, CV37 6LU) we will 
have stalls from various partners of 
ours, split into various themes 
(planning and development, 
maintenance, community resilience 
etc). Here, people will have the 
chance to speak to staff from the 
various agencies (EA, Severn Trent 
etc) and learn more about what they do 
to manage the flood risk in 
Warwickshire. 

The second venue will be along 
Waterside, next to the RSC. Here we 
will have an outside public display 
area. On display will be a new 
temporary flood defense barrier 
from the Environment Agency 
along with one of their emergency 
response vehicles, a Warwickshire 


Fire and Rescue Service boat and 
equipment, the National Flood Forum 
information trailer, and some WROC 
instant response vehicles. As with the 
indoor exhibition, staff from the 
relevant agencies will be there to 
answer any questions the public may 
have. 

At 3pm there will be a brief 
presentation on the theme of the Flood 
Summit — ‘is the Warwickshire Flood 
Strategy working?’ — followed by a 
Question & Answer session with a 
panel of experts from major flooding 
agency 

This should be an extremely 
productive event, with a great turnout 
by our partners expected, and 
hopefully a very strong public 
attendance. We hope to see you there 
on the day. 

Let me know if you are attending 
and I will meet you there. 

Mike Brain 
07980 308568 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 








You don’t need to go to 
Cheltenham or Ascot for 
excitement; with judicious 
planting your outside plot 
can provide daily thrills at 
this time of year as plants 
jockey for position to flaunt 
their colours in the March 
and April floral races. 

First off the mark are the 
crocuses, and beautiful 
anemones which will 
quickly colonise the ground 
storey of your garden. But 
have you tried Hacquetia 
epipactis ‘Thor’ —a 
mouthful of a name, and 
certainly not available in the 
local garden centres? This 
little charmer flowers before 
the superb leaves appear, 
and those leaves remain in 
pristine condition for six 
months to decorate your 
outside space. Available 
from alpine nurseries (or 
occasionally from me, if I 
have a few to spare). 
Primulas of all kinds enter 
the lists from March 
onwards; Primula vulgaris 
(the incomparable 
primrose), P. veris 
(cowslips), P marginata 





THEY’ RE OFF! 


(blue flowers and toothed 
leaves with yellow “farina” 
on the reverse), and 
candelabra primulas in 
white, pink, red, orange, 
yellow. Choice bulbs like 
trilliums and erythroniums 
also spring into action now, 
many with superb leaves in 
addition to their wonderful 
flowers. 

Smaller daffodils also 
leave the stalls before their 
larger cousins, as do many 
of the gorgeous species 
tulips. But have you ever 
grown corydalis? True, 
there is a “weedy” yellow 
one, but there are also some 
like Corydalis malkensis 
(white), or C.’G P Baker’ 
(brick red) or C. ‘Beth 
Evans’ (pink) which will 
grace your plot for a month 
or so then gracefully 
disappear until the 
following year. The pale- 
blue Scilla 
mischtschenkoana also 
produces its pristine ice- 
blue flowers very early and 
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seems totally immune to 
any harsh conditions that 
Spring can bring. Then 
there are pulsatillas, not 
only in the more usual 
purple but also in red, pink, 
white and even blue 
colours; their fluffy seed- 
heads are another attraction 
and if you wish to produce 
more pulsatillas sow the 
seeds immediately they are 
ripe (the seeds are of short 
viability and will not 
“keep”’). If you like irises, 
there are short rhizomatous 
varieties (about 9” tall) in 
every shade of the rainbow; 
a particular favourite of 
mine is I.’Blue Denim’. 
These (unlike their 
glamorous and much taller 
cousins) have short foliage, 
and when the flowering 
season 1s over do not need 
to be pruned to keep the 
garden tidy — an ideal front- 
of-border plant. 

Daphne mezereum is one 
of the first daphnes to 
bloom in Spring, but sadly it 





is not particularly long- 
lasting as a shrub (5-7 years 
is about its lifespan, but it 
usually self-seeds). A better 
bet for Spring, in my view, 
are daphnes such as D. 
odora aureomarginata, D.’ 
Geisha Girl’, D.’Rebecca’, 
D.’Mai Jima’ or D. 
‘Eternal Fragrance’, all of 
which are wonderfully 
fragrant, early-flowering 
and a similar size to D. 
mezereum. But if you can 
get hold of them, try some 
of the dwarf daphnes 
(maximum size 18” tall, 3’ 
wide) such as Daphne 
‘Bramdean’, D. “Rosy 
Wave’, D. ‘Cheriton’ etc, 
grafted plants which again 
are usually available from 
specialist alpine nurseries. 
Indeed, to keep the racing 
analogy, if you want a “tip” 
visit the Midlands AGS 
Show, normally held in 
Knowle, Solihull on a 
Saturday in April each year, 
where growers have stalls 
with these and many other 
treasures which are 
unavailable in garden 
centres. > 


Gardening 






























Species peonies like P. and M. wilsonii (white with 


veitchii, P. mlokosewitschii, cerise stamens) grow 

P. mascula, P. cambessedesii | somewhat bigger, but are 
etc. enter the race seriously still in scale with smaller 

in March/April, although plots. Lovely as the M. 
their red “noses” have been soulangeana types are, their 
peeping through the ground flowers all appear together, 
for months now. These are and thus are much more 
followed in April by the susceptible to late frosts, 
magnificent tree peonies unlike the previous varieties 
with enormous flowers mentioned which spread 
(herbaceous peonies do not their display over several 


normally appear until May or weeks. If you have the space 
even June). Magnolias also _—forit, M. grandiflora 


bring their own touch of ‘Exmouth’ flowers much 
glamour with M. ‘Susan’, later (from June until 

M. ‘Jane’ and others in the September/October) with a 
“irl” series being highly citrus-scent to die for. 
suitable for small gardens. Glorious! And M. 

M. stellata (white) and M. campbellii is out of this 


liliflora nigra (purple/red), world but the tree is large 
M. ‘Leonard Messel’ (pink), = and you may wait 20-30 
M. ‘Elizabeth’ (pale yellow) years for it to flower. > 
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é STRATFORD 
Roe SELF STORE 


CO.UK 


GRAFTON 
DEVELOPMENTS 


A trusted building contractor established since 2002, providing Renovating? | 
quality extensions and alterations from design to completion. Moving house? : 


Listed building works undertaken, with all works fully insured. Need space ff 
Many high level local references available upon request. Downsizing? : 


” SELF STORE UNITS 


R f unit ilabl 
Please contact Mr Nick Bromley for any enquiries poe yy, ites ie 
80 Victoria Road, 4 Top security 
Bidford on Avon. i ; Bl R24 24 hour access available 
Alcester, B50 4AR | ‘ * | | iW Bilekeeser ce 


_ 8 NO long term commitment 
VAN HIRE 


Various van sizes available 
P4 Half & full day hires 
Very competitive rates 


email - nbromley83@yahoo.co.uk 
tal - 01798 491214 or 07740431702 





Looking for DIINS, 


Curtains or [ez 
shutters ? Miede AAMe meore, gin 


rh 





a Se 
= Tlayeste me dalejaeM =) life tss 
Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 
You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 
Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're | Verticals | Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | Pleated Blinds | 









a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 
Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to jailed home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 

a ™m weekend. See the latest styles ee a 


with no obligation. AGVICE 1S TEC, a : 01789 490889 


p=. Measuring is free, and 
== Our Mobile 


pred ae 07967 480359 
| Visit us online at WWW.tgiblinds.co.uk 
Our Price Promise 


bert M.D ryoutindthatyoucculdbuythesme THOMAS Gil ale lauralele- 
_ duality of product and standard of service, Salford Priors, Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 8XP. 

| Fitted in, a y etle aS" at a lower genuine cost from any other = Heanor 
Nee = J tater] supplier, v= | maats|/ CHa mals price.” Free fitting excludes Express Curtain Collections. “We price match only local ¢ cua ahs ts ‘be ape quet are 




















Just one word of warning; 
NEVER PRUNE 
MAGNOLIAS WHEN THE 
SAP IS RISING (..e. prune 
only from about July/August 
until the end of the year). 
Camellias, though 
evergreen, can make 
splendid splashes of colour 
when they flower, 
particularly if thoughtfully 
situated out of early-morning 
sunshine (which will play 
havoc with the flowers after 
a frosty night). Find a west- 
facing site for best results, 
and if you have tall trees 
your camellias will be happy 
underneath, provided they 
receive sufficient sunshine to 
initiate blossoms. 
| Remember, though, that 
some varieties of camellia 
prefer acid soil — so read the 
label before you buy (each 
Spring, Ashwood Nurseries 
near Kingswinford always 
have a very wide selection in 
different sizes at sensible 
prices). Of course, if you 
fall in love with an acid- 





Gardening 
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loving camellia, you can 
always grow it in a pot as 
camellias can be pruned 
extremely hard, if necessary, 
and will shoot again from the 
base. Pot-grown plants also 
have the advantage of being 
movable, and can even be 
kept in a cold greenhouse 
during wintry conditions (my 
friend in Canada, where 
-25°C is a regular 
occurrence, has had one in 
her just-kept-frost-free 
greenhouse for 20 years now 
and it flowers profusely 
every year!) However, 
DON’T FORGET YOUR 
CAMELLIAS IN THE 
SUMMER; if they are 
allowed to dry out too much 
then their buds will drop in 
Spring! 

By March the sap is 
rising in most plants and 
starts the crescendo of 
flowers and foliage which 
appear as your garden 
springs back to exuberant 
life. 

Glennis Dyer 
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Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 


QO. 
x 
ay 


Skip Hire Site Tipping 





= 
‘ 
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Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 





, oe 01386 841181 g Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


4 sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 





The Parish Church of St Peter 


Did you know? 


If you count the days from Ash Wednesday to the 
Saturday before Easter you will discover that this adds up 
to 46 days, 6 days more than the traditional ’40 days of 
Lent’. That’s because the 6 Sundays are NOT included. 
Lent is a serious time but Sundays are ALWAYS a day 
of celebration in the Christian church as we remember 
that the Jesus story didn’t end with his death, but with his 
resurrection. On Sundays you can have those little treats 
that you do without during Lent. 


z Mix is for people with learning 
Mi 1X disabilities, their families, 
friends and carers 


* Mix is about us and God 

* Mix has got food, drinks, music, drama, 
story telling, arts and crafts 

* Mix is free and it’s for all ages 





Lent * Mix is on the 3% Sunday of the month 
(except April and August) 
_ . * Mix starts at 3.30 in the afternoon 
Se a on pan * Mix lasts an hour and a half 
Lent is the period of 40 days which lead up to Easter in * Mix is at the Barn, Waterloo Road, 
4 eee Bidford, B50 4JN 

the Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, shee works in parerein willy (Ocal 
which this year was on the Ist March, Lent is a season of Christian churches and Prospects 
reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. Remaining MIX dates for 2017... 

By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians remember fain tae em pipes 
Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 No acc April 46th ny 15th ae 
days. Lent is sometimes marked by fasting, both from food 21st May No MIX in August =19th November 


or . 17th D nb 
and festivities. More recently it has been marked by people Scanner 


carrying out Acts of Random Kindness - see the website: 
40acts.org.uk 

Whereas Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after 
his death on the cross, Lent recalls the events leading up to 
and including Jesus' crucifixion. 


If you normally need the support of a carer, please bring 
them too 


Flyers for MIX are available on the table near the door 
in St. Peter's Church, Welford 


To find out more 
e-mail Ruth (ruth.shipman@googlemail.com) 
or phone Yvette (01789 750006) 


Reflection 

How will you mark Lent this year? Have you decided to go 
without chocolate or alcohol or have you decided to do 
something different? Here are a few ideas for you: 

° carry out an act of random kindness each day 

¢ give a small amount of money to a charity 

¢ sit for just 5 mins in ‘prayer’ each day — giving thanks for 
your family and friends or remembering those less fortunate Sunday April 9th ‘Easter Eggstravaganza’ 
than yourself 

¢ invite a different neighbour to coffee each week 
¢ smile and say hello to someone 

¢ kids - tidy your room or help about the house; make friends Come along and join the family fun! 
with that difficult person at school bai $0 ised eae ia wats 
¢ come along to church on a Sunday to ‘celebrate’ all that Jesus Te ra = ABE . ee 
has done for us. 





A new way of doing church for all the family... 


St. Peter's Church invites you to our future family events 
in the Memorial Hall, Welford from 4 to 5.30 pm 


Sunday May 14th ‘Make a Joyful Noise’ 


Sunday June 11th theme to be announced 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon 
~ Memorial Hall 


4 
4 Kull for using the Memorial Hall \ S cA N FEE N Ey 


Mirnunity use: . furniture 


Four hour session, (morming, afternoon, or evening) £40:00 
sig jet jlmw al sige Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 


Altanialively - by prior arrangement | Restorer of Fine Antiques 
Sessions less than 4 hours: £10.00 per hour plus a one-off 
Hall set up fee of £10.00 for each booking 


(ie 1hr = £20.00, 2hrs = £30.00) Multi award-winning Master Crafisman 
Berry Hill Studio 
: Weston-on-Avon 
Commercial use: acer 
Four hour session, (moming, afternoon, or evening) £80:00 Strat ford -On-AVON 
Each Additional Hour £20:00 : cee vue hee a a 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 


To book, please call 07821 330 362 
Hayley Robinson 
07548 129880 enquiries (@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture. co.uk 





Finishing Touches 
<>— Interior Soft Furnishings ——S” 





Curtains & Pelmets « All Types of Blinds « Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks *« Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads « Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on 01789 751899 
c~ ae ia + |+ : nn - +11 L a? - - ba 
www.finishin 9-touches.info 


Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 





Looking Back and Forward 


- anote from the Rector 


I love this time of year as suddenly the world seems to 
be waking up, stretching and looking forward to the warmer 
weather. Even the rectory garden is coming alive with 
snowdrops and aconites and the hope of a few early 
daffodils. 

But this is also a time when Christians begin to look 
forward to a new season. It doesn’t seem long since 
Christmas, but we’re already looking ahead to Lent which 
begins on Ist March (Ash Wednesday) and then to Easter. 

Of course, before Easter, on the 26th March, we 
celebrate Mothering Sunday: 

Centuries ago during Lent it was considered important 
for people to return to their home or 'mother' church. This 
was often the church in which they had been baptised. 

Inevitably the return to the 'mother' church became an 
occasion for family reunions as children who worked away 
as domestic servants or apprentices, were given the day off 
to return home to visit their family. (It was quite common in 
those days for children to leave home for work when they 
were only ten years old.) 

As they walked along the country lanes, the children 
would pick wild flowers or violets to take to church or give 
to their mother as a small gift, hence our present day 
tradition of giving flowers. 

Another important tradition associated with Mothering 
Sunday was the practice of ‘clipping’ the church, during 
which the congregation would form a ring around their 
church building and, holding hands, embrace it and give 
thanks for all it meant to them. 

So this Mothering Sunday let’s make an effort to 
celebrate some of those traditions. Why not go back to visit 
your ‘mother’ church — perhaps the one you were christened 





The Parish Church of St Peter 


in or the one you were brought up in? If that’s too far away, 
then come to one of our local churches and bring all the 
family. 

There will be a special Mothering Sunday Family 
Service at St Peter’s Welford on 26th March at 1lam to 
which you are all invited. 

For some of us, we can say thank you to our earthly 
mother for all they have done for us. But all of us can think 
back over our life and embrace in our hearts everyone who 
has helped us on our journey — perhaps other family 
members, friends, teachers, youth leaders or members of 
other churches. 

This Mothering Sunday, let’s give thanks to God for all 
who have been good and influential in our lives. Below is a 
prayer you may want to say: 


Loving God, 

Thank you for mums and children and for all the joy 
of family life. 

Thank you for all those many people who have been 
instrumental in my life. 

(you may want to pause and think of those people) 


Be with those who are grieving because they have 
no mother; 

Be close to those who are struggling because they 
have no children; 

Be near to those who are sad because they are far 
apart from those they love. 


Let your love be present in every home, 

and help us all to have eyes to see 

and ears to hear the needs of all those we come into 
contact with. 

Amen 


As achurch we mark Lent in a number of ways and you 
are all invited to join with us. Please telephone Ros if you 
want more information 751546: 


Lent Lunches 

- a time for friendship with a light lunch 

Thursday 9 March 12-2pm at the Methodist Chapel 
Thursday 23 March 12-2pm at St Peter’s Church Rooms 
Thursday 6 April 12-2pm at St Peter’s Church Rooms 


Lent ‘Course’ 

There will be a special Lent Home group on Tuesdays 
from 7.30-9pm at 19 The Firs, Lower Quinton on 7th, 
14th, 21st, 28th March and 4th April. The theme will be 
‘The Things Jesus Carried’ and will include quiet 
reflection and some discussion. 
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Anne McMahon 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents going overseas for individuals 


or businesses: 
Powers of Attorney 
* Confirmation of facts 

> Inheritance documents 
Spanish translations 
Certified copy ID and qualifications 
Consent to travel 
Legalisation (Apostille) 


Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 
“* Home visits by arrangement 
* Friendly & efficient service 
* Competitive rates 


For more information ring me on 07769 655413 
or email: info@annemcmahon.co.uk 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


HOWARD WALTON 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 


HONEYBOURNE ROAD. BICKMARSH 


O1789 7/4/29 


O7904 228215 


Peter Clarke 


Peter Clarke & Co LLP, Estate and Letting Agents, Chartered Surveyors 


Six offices serving South Warwickshire and the North Cotswolds 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Land and New Homes 

Property Management 

Commercial 

Valuations and Homebuyers Reports 


Stratford upon Avon 01789 415444 Leamington Spa 01926 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 770044 Henley in Arden 01564 795757 


www.peterclarke.co.uk 
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- THE ONE DAY THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 


Details of Easter Services across the Benefice 
Full details will be on our website southwarksbenefice.org 
If you would like our regular notice sheet by email, please 
contact karibu@talk21.com 


Sunday 26 March Mothering Sunday 

llam St Swithin’s, Quinton 
Holy Communion 
with the opportunity to remember our mothers and 
our children who are no longer with us. 

9.30am St James, Long Marston 
Mothering Sunday Service for all the family 
with the opportunity to remember our mothers and 
our children who are no longer with us. 
Please bring along a small wrapped gift to be 
donated to the Women’s Refuge in Stratford. 

Sam __ All Saints, Weston 
Holy Communion 

9.30am St Peter’s Welford 
Holy Communion 
with the opportunity to remember our mothers and 
our children who are no longer with us. 

llam St Peter’s Welford 
Family Service for Mothering Sunday 


Tuesday 11 April 7.30pm 

7.30pm St James, Long Marston 
Passover with Breaking of Bread and ‘Bring and 
Share’ supper 


Thursday 13 April Maundy Thursday 
7pm = St Swithin’s Church, Lower Quinton 
Traditional Maundy Thursday Communion 


Friday 14 April Good Friday 

2-3pm_ All Saint’s Church, Weston on Avon 
Last Hour Service 
A quiet service of hymns and readings. 


Sunday 16 April Easter Sunday 
9.30am St James, Long Marston 
Holy Communion Revd Ros Greenhalgh 
llam St Swithin’s, Lower Quinton Holy 
Communion Revd Ros Greenhalgh 
llam All Saints, Weston on Avon 
Holy Communion Revd David Thurburn-Huelin 
9.30am St Peter’s Welford on Avon 
Holy Communion Revd Roy Lodge 
llam St Peter’s, Welford on Avon Easter Praise 
with Easter Egg Hunt for all the family 





The Parish Church of St Peter 


Mothering Sunday 
at St. Peter’s Church 
26th March 2017 
9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
with coffee between the services 
11.00 a.m. Family Service 
All are welcome! 


You don't have to be a mum to come along, 
but there will be flowers for those who are! 


Easter Sunday 


Celebrations 


St. Peter's Church, Welford 
16th April 2017 


Holy Communion < oa 


9.30 a.m. 


with refreshments between the services 


11.00 a.m. 
Easter Praise 
Family Service & Egg Hunt 


All are welcome! 
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Nightingales 
Landscapes & Fencing 


All types of hard and soft 


landscaping; drives, patios, 


pergolas, planting, turfing, 

hedge and grass cutting, 

clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


No job too big or small 


Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote 


Tel: 01789 751542 
Mob: 07775 645223 


Pre-loved fashion 
Co buy or sell 


| hd A 
the a 3 
wardrobe 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


Callus on 01789 750551 
or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


( @ounrers 


| Accounts 
Chartered 

Management 
Accountants 


Taxation 
Management Accounts 


Planning & Budgeting 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Cloud Accounting 
Bookkeeping & VAT 
Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 


Business Start Up 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 





Calling all Parishioners! 


Your Parish Council is having its Annual Parish Meeting on 
the 11th May at 7 pm in the Memorial Hall. It’s usually 
attended by over 100 people and has become quite a 
popular event. Please come along and find out what goes on 
‘on your doorstep’ and meet up with the many people who 
manage the many local groups and societies.. 

Everyone 1s welcome and there will be refreshments laid 
on for the evening. 
Simon Carter 
Chair of Welford on Avon Parish Council 


Welford on Avon 
Parish Council 


Annual Parish 
Meeting 


11TH MAY 2017 
19.40 - 21.00 
WELFORD AND WESTON 


MEMORIAL HALL 


Your Parish Council invites you to find out more about 
what's been going on over the last {2 months in 
Welford on Avon 
and 
to meeting up with people from many 
local clubs and societies. 

Everyone is welcome 


Refreshments provided 





¢¥ MAYPOLE BUTCHERS LTD iN 


a wa 91789 750213 





Community 


Neighbourhood Development Plan 
I am pleased to report that the schedule of amendments 
for our Neighbourhood Development Plan has now been 
completed by Matthew Neil at SDC and that the 
minimum 6 week consultation in accordance with 
Regulation 17A of The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) began 
yesterday and will run until Wednesday 26th April 2017. 
The SDC website is to be updated to reflect this process. 





Over-weight? 

As many of you have said, there seem to be some very 
large (and Heavy) HGV Lorries going over the Binton 
Bridges. The bridge has a 10 Tonne weight limit and 
although none of us are experts it’s usually quite obvious 
when a lorry is too big and heavy for the bridge. We as 
the Parish Council along with Mike Brain, our County 
Councillor, have had new signage placed at either end of 
the village to try and guide Lorries over the weight limit 
to take the correct route. 

In addition, the advice from the police is that residents 
can report offenders to them, either by phoning the non- 
emergency number — 101 or email 
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Please supply as much information as possible and 
include the registration numbers, name of company, dates 
and times etc. 

Simon Carter 


Your MP in Welford 


1 Nadhim Zahawi was in Welford on 
the 10th March, catching up with a 
few local people and visiting the local 
butchers. Topics of conversation were 
> traffic and speeding, planning and 

— infrastructure. 


From left: Nadhim Zahawi, Simon 


Carter, Mike Brain, Molly Giles and 
Richard Hobbs 
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The kangiisher 


The Kanegfisher (Latin name Alcedo Atthis) is a water 
specialist, nesting close to rivers, streams, lakes and ponds 
ZEW KeechbelalbenlOse co luisshVOhy Oi eM ileaycne 
MEISEL hyavelelejoncich louie ON Grrleheenrinhy seer -lcouine 


fveratd : “Renege, afjirm, and turn their halcyon beaks 
Welford with its tiver and gardens with large ponds, but 


they are often very difficult to spot or observe. his is With every gale and vary, Of their masters~ 
because they are shy creatures, they often perch in the es 
shadows and when they do fly they flash by with extremely = William Shakespenre 


tapid wing beats. 

When you do happen to see one, they are 
stunning little birds with colours that 
almost defy description — a beautiful 
electric blue on its upper parts 
and a bright vivid orange 
below. Turquoise, green 
and white make up its 
fabulous plumage. 















They breed in late March/early April 
with typically 5 — 7 eggs — both adults 
incubate the glossy white eggs which hatch 
19 —21 days later. Each chick can eat 12 — 18 
fish a day so when feeding their young, the 
parents have a lot of fishing to do bearing in 
mind that they themselves must eat at least thei 
own body weight of fish each day. A fish is 
first spotted by the bird! from a perch 
| =2 metres above the water, its [> 
Gligninles Nolovpiilesitierioce ay 
estimated by a bobbing of the 
kingfisher s head and then a steep 
dive is made. It enters the water with 
its long beak and! eyes open and, atter 
allowing for the change in light 
feiraction between the open air and the 
water, hopes to re-surtace with the fish. 

dhe Common kingtisher has no particular song but will 
make a short, sharp and shrill whistle repeated two or three 
times whien im fight. 

It was thought in mediaevall times that i the dried 
Caicass of a kingfisher (known as a halcyon from ancient 
Greek) was hung up it would always point its beak in the 
direction of the wind. Shakespeare refers to this belief in 
Gites Dee veretsrejerojrerelrel elon yen 
Best to leave this theory unproven! 

Robin 





—_. 














Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Village notices? 

I received our copy of Issue 3 of 
Welford Matters yesterday. Fabulous 
and informative production and a great 
asset for the village. 

May I suggest that a “notices” 
column 1.e. births, deaths and 
marriages of parishioners be included 
if possible? 

Great work! 

Jayne McKay 


Say NO! to Bell Inn Fly-Over 
As residents of Welford we are all 
aware of the increasing levels of traffic 
and congestion in the village with the 
one-way priority system at the Bell Inn 
being a particular example. After 
much consultation and debate, the 
Highways Department are proposing a 
single carriageway fly-over at the Bell 
to alleviate congestion. The existing 
priority chicane would become a 
single southbound carriageway and a 
new single carriageway fly-over over 
the Bell Inn would be dedicated to 
northbound traffic. Alternative 
schemes including a Bell Inn 
underpass have been considered and 
rejected due to the potential impact on 
the Bell Inn cellars. 

While we welcome the fact that 
Highways are taking the traffic issues 
in Welford seriously we are very 
concerned about the visual impact the 
fly-over will have on the village 
Conservation Area and an historic 
building such as the Bell Inn. Some 
concerned residents have therefore 
organised an action group (Anti Fly- 
Over Objection League) to fight 
against this proposal. If you have 
similar concerns and would like to 
express your views or offer support 
you can find more information at - 
www.nowelfordflyover.co.uk 
Mrs A.F. Day 


Welford on Avon Community 
speed watch 

I am finding it difficult to accept that it 
is almost a year ago when I was so 
incensed with the volume and speed of 
the traffic travelling through the 
village, that I made contact with Peter 
Barnes expressing my concern and he 
put me in touch with Richard Brookes. 
The simple frustration we have 1s that 
we still do not have the scheme up and 
running. 

Richard has worked tirelessly in his 
attempt to bring the scheme to fruition 
and I am very sorry that he has 
decided to stand down as the scheme 
co-ordinator, he will be missed. I have 
agreed to write the piece for Welford 
Matters, however, I am not prepared to 
coordinate the scheme although more 
than happy to work at the coalface 
once we get going, as is Richard. 

The major concern is that we still only 
have 10 volunteers to run the scheme. 
The Police require a minimum of 
three people monitoring speeds, one 
on the gun, one recording the 
information and one to ensure we are 
safe. However, when you consider that 
on Long Marston Road, High Street, 
Binton Road and Barton Road we have 
over 140 houses being impacted by the 
irresponsible driver, we could do so 
much better so why not help your 
village and volunteer. In addition, we 
have requested that the Police approve 
a monitoring site on Headland Road as 
we understand the school is also very 
concerned by traffic volumes and 
speed. 

It is interesting to learn from 
Luddington who have their scheme in 
place that many of the vehicles they 
have recorded exceeding the speed 
limit live locally. This undoubtedly is 
happening in Welford, It 1s our 
responsibility to the village to drive 
with consideration and set the example 
by observing the speed limit. The 


Your letters 


Police camera van still records a 
significant number of village residents 
exceeding the speed limit. 

What can we do, first why not join 
us and make a contribution to the 
village? Watch your speed when 
driving through the village, this will 
control the speed of others. Take the 
telephone number of commercial 
vehicles you consider are exceeding 
the speed limit and call the company. 
It is the company’s reputation that 
suffers and they generally take 
positive action. I did this recently, 
when I called the company it was 
interesting to learn that somebody else 
in the village had also called, so I was 
not the only one! Action was certainly 
taken resulting in a very contrite and 
apologetic driver knocking on my door 
to apologise. Finally, when parking in 
the village leave your car on the road, 
do not park on the pavement or the 
grass verge, as your car when parked 
on the road becomes a very effective 
chicane. 

It is clear that the volume of traffic 
through the village is destined to 
continue to increase. With that comes 
an increased number of drivers 
prepared to ignore speed limits, help 
your village and join us, if you cannot 
join us then set an example and respect 
the speed limit in the village 
Ian Edwards 
froswick@btinternet.com 
01789 750269 
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Flowers For All Occasions 


A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets @ Gift Baskets 

@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 

@ Festive wreaths and gifts 





Singing lessons for all ages, styles and ; | | Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
abilities with enthusiastic, fully qualified ~~ Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 
teacher, available in 
stratford Upon Avon and 
Bidfo d.Qn Avon. 


100% a\" P Trinity an iUla J AC Ze ne 


pesocias ole Painting & Decorating Service 





No job too big or small 
Professional Service 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


Solhaus The ‘conservatory alternative' 


awnings, glassrooms These German engineered bespoke glass rooms 
g verandas allow you to fully enjoy your garden all year 


pe, Add a beautiful glass roof to your home 
by: to create a veranda 


#2. The modular construction allows you to 
~ . create your perfect ambient outdoor 
environment with the addition of 


seamless sliding glass doors, 
elegant sunshades, ee 
ambient lighting and radiant heaters ~ 
‘enjoy the outside, inside’! : 


Steel reinforced aluminium frame 
available in 56 standard colours 


Parish Council News 


In December 2016, Cllr Bruce Spink 
resigned as a parish councillor. We 
would like to thank Bruce for all his 
hard work over many years 
particularly in representing the Parish 
Council on many SDC planning 
committees and for arranging for the 
maypole to be lowered in 2015 for 
essential maintenance — no mean feat! 

Following the advertisement of the 
Parish Council vacancy, no election 
was called so the Parish Council have 
co-opted Debbie Jones on to the 
Council. We wish Debbie well in her 
new role. 

Following a number of 
complaints, we have been 
corresponding with CALA regarding 
the exterior of their development, 
Barton Meadows. CALA have 
arranged for a section of land 
adjoining the public footpath to be 
levelled and turfed but there are other 
issues which still need attention. Once 
CALA have finished, we will ask 
Warwickshire County Council to 
release the s106 money they are 
holding so that we can resurface some 
of the central footpaths. 





The poor visibility at the junction 
of Barton Road and Long Marston 
Road has been a concern for a long 
time but solutions were limited due to 
the layout of the roads and nearby 
houses. The Parish Council has 
worked closely with Cllr Mike Brain 





and officers from Warwickshire 
County Council on a joint project 
which has now been completed. The 
County Council has reconfigured the 
crossing points for pedestrians and the 
Parish Council has cleared the hedge 
which was blocking visibility. 

We are pleased to report that the 
application to build seven new houses 
at Home Farm, Barton Road on the 
site of the redundant chicken sheds 
was refused at SDC Planning 
Committee. This application was 
supported by Cllr Barnes but the Case 
Officer had agreed with the Parish 
Council that it was contrary to the 
Core Strategy and our Neighbourhood 
Plan. The Parish Council remains 
firmly of the opinion that enough 
houses have been built in Welford and 
will continue to object to all 
applications for new houses. 


NEW PARISH CLERK 
ANNOUNCED 
We also welcome our new Parish 
Council Clerk, Mrs Catherine Price. 
Cat as she likes to be known lives in 
Long Marston and the Parish Council 
will now have a new contact 
telephone number, which is 0771 
521 1340. The e-mail address 
remains the same. 

So the Parish Council, say a very 
warm welcome Cat and a farewell and 
good luck to Vanessa Lowe. 


Community 


Welford Scout Group 


Since Christmas, our Beavers have 
been focusing on global issues. We 
started by considering the problems 
some people have finding clean and 
safe drinking water. The Beavers 
made very effective water filters 
using plastic bottles, sand, gravel 
and stones. The pre-filtered water 
was particularly yucky! 

Thinking about drinking water 
naturally led to a discussion about 
the lack of toilets in some parts of 
the world. The Beavers decided to 
try to collectively raise £60, enough 
money to fund a toilet (see 
toilettwinning.org) by collecting Ip, 
2p, Sp and 10p coins. They made 
boxes to collect their coins over the 
rest of this term, decorating the 
boxes with coin rubbing. 

After keeping recycling diaries, 
the Beavers’ attention moved to 
another global issue — Fairtrade. 
The youngsters enjoyed trying a 
number of fairtrade items, ranging 
from chocolate and lemonade to rice 
cakes. 

The final global issue covered 
was endangered animals. The 
Beavers discovered why different 
animals are endangered and made a 
“700” from their chosen animals. 
As aresult of all their hard work, 
every Beaver earned their Global 
Issues Activity Badge. 

The Beavers have also found 
time to play lots of games — Chinese 
whispers and “Mr Sit and Mr 
Stand” proving very popular. 

Information about our local 
Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts) can be obtained by 
contacting me at 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com. 
Maria Smith 





March | April 2017 * Welford Matters 23 


BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


Interior & Exterior 
Reasonable Rates 


For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations | | . 
Tree condition reports WIN D OW CLEANER 
37 years experience 


FULLY INSURED CALL HEATH 01789 751389 


FOR INTERIOR WINDOW CLEANING ASK FOR SUE 


7 Chapel Close Welford-on-Avon CV37 8Q] 
01789 751245 


Email: heathverrall@yahoo.co.uk 
Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


Inspire . Encourage . Enable 


Personal Training & Nutrition Coaching 


Do you struggle getting up off the sofa, climbing the stairs, getting in & out of the car, 
walking around the village, lifting/carrying shopping or gardening? 


Does your blood pressure, cholesterol or weight worry you? 
Would you like to improve your general health & well-being? 
If you have said “yes” and are ready to take the first step to a healthier, happier and more vibrant you 
please contact me for an informal chat to discuss how | can help you. 


It is not too late to take control, you can get better! 


“Thank you Lizzie, my lovely friend who empowered both my body and mind” 


With Lizzie’s help my Personal Vitality has been restored and is flying high - a partnership not to be forgotten” "=== 


“For the first time ever my tummy sticks out less than my boobs!” 


E: lizzie@personalvitality.co.uk M: 07900 600870 W: www.personalvitality.co.uk 





Community 


ul Duy wy Gs oh u BUS. mu L Goon 


Those readers amongst you who use Stratford Library will 


Welcome to Bidford Library | 


know that it is temporarily moved to The Arts House on 
Rother Street. This may be convenient for you but perhaps 
it provides an ideal opportunity for you to try something 
new to you. At Bidford Community Library we offer all 
the services that you find at any Warwickshire library but 
because we are run and staffed by volunteers, we can 
expand those facilities to suit our residents and users. We 
have a well chosen selection of materials for self-help 
known nationally as Books on Prescription. If you like 
knitting, you can join our Knit and Natter Group on 
Wednesdays or if you have young children, you could 
bring them to our story-time session on Mondays. We can 
also help you with your computer tablet at our Digital 
Skills course on Saturdays. We’ve hosted a quiz with fish 
and chip supper; a Morris dancing event and are planning 
a Play-reading session on Monday April 24th at 7.00 p.m. 
which could become a regular event. We even have a plant 
sale and Bring and Buy in the planning stage on Saturday 
March 25th. A new volunteer is going to be holding 
Creative Writing sessions on Mondays so we really have a 
lot to choose from and we’re always happy to hear of more 
suggestions. Our ad. appears in this magazine which gives 
you our opening hours so do come and see us. Free 
parking as we are on Bramley Way — attached to Bidford 
School — so very easy to find. We hope to see you there. 





Safer Neighbourhood Team 


An update from our Police Community Support Officer 


As we roll into 2017 I'm pleased to 
say that crime figures have been 
relatively low for the area. Two 
recurring offence types that we have 
seen however are burglaries and 
poaching offences. An increase in 
daytime burglaries has been reported 
in Weston on Avon with a suspicious 
male seen loitering in the area in the 
following days. He is described as a 
white male 50/60 years old wearing a 
hat, grey shoulder bag and carrying a 
camera. If anyone sees a male fitting 
this description in the area then please 
call Warwickshire Police on 101. 

We have also had a report of a van 
break-in on Barton Road, Welford. 
Please can I urge all vehicle owners, 
particularly van owners, to ensure that 
your vehicle is secure at night with all 
valuables (power tools for vans etc) 


removed and placed in your property. 
Vans in particular are still such a 
desirable target for thieves and is an 
offence which we are keen to tackle. 
There are also a number of free van 
alarms available at Alcester Police 
station for those who would like one. 
If so then please feel free to call the 
station office number on 
01789444816 or email on 
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn. 
police.uk. 

Thankfully this has not occurred 
within the Welford area however in 
villages as close as Bidford on Avon 
and Marcliff, there has been a recent 
upsurge in thefts of high-end vehicles 
including Ford Focus ST's. Please 
bear this in mind when parking your 
vehicles at night or unaccompanied 
during the day. As a general tip, try 


Memorial Yall : 


and ensure the vehicle is in a well-lit 
area, clearly visible to other local 
residents and has a working alarm. 

The other type of incident that we 
are getting frequent reports about 
currently is poaching, this being 
sporadic across the whole of the 
Alcester South policing area. These 
offences are mainly occurring over 
nights or late afternoons at the 
weekend with groups of males using 
lurchers to hunt for deer, rabbits etc. 
If you see anyone you believe to be 
poaching, or in fact acting suspicious 
at all, then please report this to the 
Police via 101. 

Finally can I wish you all a very 
happy Easter and summer time! 
Becky 
PCSO 6093 Rebecca MORRIS 
Alcester South SNT 
Alcester Police Station 
07823533488 
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WELFORD GARAGE 


Service & Repairs (all makes) 


~ 


MOT 
| THE MALT HOUSE BARN 
SS BARTON NR BIDFORD ON AVON 
Petrol Sales Your local Gift Shop 
| Only 3 miles from Welford on Avon 
| Come and visit us 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Easy Travelling 
And No Traffic Jams 
We are Open 
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm 
Easy Parking 
Tel 01789 773381/778188 


alexlewiso2z7@gmail.com 


Fully Insured | Free Quotations 





Activites at Meon Vale 


Parent/Carer, Toddler and Babies 
Group 

Every Thursday 10.15 to 11.45 am 
at Meon Vale Village Hall 

No charge - come along and enjoy 
Special Babies corner, play, craft, 
singing and fun. Refreshments are 
supplied. A good meeting place for 
Mums, Dads, Grandparents — all 
welcome. Open over school 
holidays older siblings welcomed. 
Date for your Diary: - Trip to 
Weston Super Mare for Parents, 
Toddlers and Babies August 17th 
2017. Children and Babies are free; 
£10 for adults. 





Trips 4 U 

Please find below Day Trips — Come 
along and enjoy the day- Plenty to 
see and do — Comfort Stops either 
way — Johnsons Coaches 

May 15th Cardiff. This trip will 
drop you off and pick you up at 
either Cardiff City or Cardiff Bay. 
Depart 9.00 am and Arrive 12 noon 
— Depart 4.30pm — Arrive back 
7.30pm Cost per person £25.00 

July 17th Weston Super Mare 
Depart 9.00 am and Arrive 11.45 — 
Depart 4.30 pm — Arrive Back by 
7.15 pm Cost per Person £25.00 
September 22nd Stamford Market 
Depart 9.00am arrive 11.30 — Depart 
4.00 pm — Arrive Back by 6.30 pm 
Cost per Person £25.00 


Community Bingo 

At Meon Vale Village Hall on 
March 24th 2017 (Family bingo and 
children of all ages welcome), April 
28th, May 26th 2017. 7 for 7.30 
Start 

Great Prizes and Tombola; 
Refreshments at Interval; No Bar 
bring your own. 

(Children over 10 welcome) 


Drop In Coffee Mornings 

On the fourth Monday in the month, 
at Corbett House unless otherwise 
stated, between 10.00am — 12 Noon 
March 27th including Bingo, April 
24th Easter Memories, May 22nd 
and June 26th 


Events 

Easter Fun day Monday 17th April 
2017. Held in Meon Vale Village 
Hall 2pm start. Grand Egg Hunt and 
Egg & Spoon Races for all ages 
even Mum and Dad. Face Painting, 
Bouncy Castle, Singing and 
Refreshments. Tombola in aid of 
QPA. No charge so come along and 
join in all the fun with plenty of eggs 
to find some are special and have 
prizes as well. 


Summer Holiday 

Southport June 4th — June 8th Cost £ 
approx £384 per person DBB 
depending on final numbers 
attending. Staying at a 4 Star Hotel 
Ramada located by the Pier and 
Waterside Lake. Deposit required by 
February 13th 2017 of £100 per 
person, with the balance due on May 
8th 2017 Spaces are still available 
for singles and doubles/twin rooms. 


Nosh and Natter 

For older and disabled people 
Lunches, are being held on the 
second Monday in the month 
11.30 —2 pm at the Ashwin Suite, 
Stratford Agri Park 

10th April Easter Lunch 

8th May Isobel’s Surprise 

12th June Afternoon Tea (Please 
note change of time 2 — 4.30 pm) 
Cost £7.00 per person, Transport can 
be provided at £3.00 per person 
(return) 


The Ark 

(Messy Church — Ideal for Families) 
Activities, craft, singing and 
finishing with refreshments. 

4.30 —5.45pm April Ist, May 6th, 
June 3rd 2017 at Meon Village Hall. 
Come and join in the family fun 
ending with a hot supper, fruit, cake 
and squash. 

Contact Revd, Ros on 751546 or 
Barbara on 720630 


For more deatils or to join in any of 
these activites, please contact 
Barbara Craig 

720630 


Community 


Keeping in Touch 


For some years now the Methodist 
Church at Welford has sponsored a 
programme of lectures during the 
summer and this will continue for a 
further year under the general heading 
“Talking about God”. The intention 
for this year was to address some 
questions about the Old Testament (Do 
we need the Old Testament? Does the 
Old Testament really matter?) but as 
we have engaged two eminent New 
Testament scholars there is a change 
of emphasis. Each lecture will be at 
Welford on Avon Methodist Church 
starting at 4pm with a 35/40 minute 
formal lecture followed by a tea break 
and then about 30 minutes for 
questions and discussion. We finish at 
5.30pm. 

The first session is on Sunday 21st 
May when Rev. Professor Frances 
Young will talk about “Myth, 
Metaphor and Parable, exploring the 
language of the bible’. Frances Young 
was Edward Cadbury Professor of 
Theology at Birmingham University 
and acted as Pro-Vice Chancellor. She 
was the Ist Methodist and the Ist 
woman to be invited to preach at the 
inauguration ceremony of the General 
Synod of the Church of England. 

The second lecture, on 4th June 
will be given by Neil Richardson who 
has been with us twice before. He is 
an ex-president of the Methodist 
Conference and Principal of a 
ministerial training college. He will be 
considering areas of continuity from 
the Old Testament to the New 
Testament. 

The third lecture will be given by 
Ann Conway Jones from Birmingham 
University and Queens Foundation. 
She will talk about “When Moses met 
God on Mount Sinai, a consideration 
of the influence on early Christian 
writing about prayer”. This final 
lecture will be on Sunday 11th June. 

All are welcome and there is no 
charge for attendance. 

Ros Murphy 
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Music 


The Local Music Scene 


Welcome again to our regular feature on the local music 
scene in and around Welford. This issue we are profiling 
the Stratford Festival Orchestra and Choir lead by our old 
friend Simon Kemp, I am sure you will recognise a few 
Welfordians in the photo line up. We are also delighted 
to give a mention to Tori Rushton's local radio show and 
an introduction to a very useful source of local music 
events through the Warwick District Music Promoters 
Forum. 


Live Music Venues 


Stratford ArtsHouse : probably Stratford's premiere 
music venue with an eclectic mix of musical events. 
01789 207100 - stratfordartshouse.co.uk/whats-on 


Stratford Jazz Club : organise high quality events on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays of every month 
from September to June at both the Arts House and a 
new venue — the Riverside, Tiddington - 
stratfordjazz.org.uk/whats-on 


The Bear, Swans Nest : The Rock Bottoms, featuring 
MerryMakers Dan Sealey (ex Ocean Colour Scene) 
and Adam Barry (Merrymouth) invite you to bring 
your voice & instruments to the open mic nights on 
Mondays from 9:00pm. Facebook 
@RockBottomsBand 


Keys & Kitchen : Ely Street - live music every 
Thursday and many other evenings. For full 
programme visit 
keysandkitchen.co.uk/type27hchild/events 


Stratford Folk Club : Acoustic evenings Ist & 3rd 
Wednesdays in the month plus occasional concert 
nights during the year @ Stratford Ale House, 
Greenhall Street. stratforduponavonfolkclub.co.uk 


No 1 Shakespeare : Cocktail bar/Nightclub that also 
hosts live music on a Friday evening. Live music 
starts again from mid February - shakespeare-street- 
cocktailbar.co.uk 


Cottage of Content, Barton : live music every 
Saturday night from 9pm . Open mic nights from 9pm 
on the last Friday of every month with all welcome to 
bring along their talent and their instrument. April 
29th - Bank Holiday music festival with 5 bands, 
outside bar and hot food from 6.00pm - 
cottageofcontent.com 


The Mason's Arms, Long Marston : occasional 
music evenings and also for special events — 01789 
720586 masons-arms-pub.co.uk 


I am sure this is not a comprehensive list of local live 
music venues so please let me know of any others. 
Colin Winston 

colinwinston@gmail.com 
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The Tori Rushton Show 


Tori's show is broadcast via the internet by Welcombe 
Community Radio Station - welcomberadio.co.uk which 
goes out live between 12.00pm and 6.00pm on Friday 
afternoons. This is a new venture so be aware that the 
website is still under development. 

Tori's show is on from 1.00pm to 3.00pm but don't 
worry if you can't get to listen at his time as all her shows 
are available at soundcloud.com/thetorirushtonshow and 
feature interviews plus live and recorded performances by 
local artists including Simon Kemp and Tora Wilson 
featured in this magazine. 

Tori herself is a well established local musician, a 
classically trained cellist who plays as a soloist as well as in 
local groups such as the Daisy Chain Quartet. When not 
performing or broadcasting she teaches cello, guitar, double 


bass and organises various music events including the 
Stratford Folk Club at the Stratford Ale House. 





Warwick District Music Promoters 
Forum 


WDMPF is a group of promoters of musical events 
taking place around Warwick district, which includes the 
historic towns of Warwick, Kenilworth, Royal 
Leamington Spa, Stratford-upon-Avon and some 
delightful Warwickshire villages. 

The quality of music provided for members of the 
public to enjoy is of a very high standard, in a variety of 
venues, both town and country, and Music To Your Ears 
(MTYE), our diary of these attractions highlights these 
concerts. There is a strong base of orchestral and choral 
societies in the district whose musical contribution 1s 
enhanced by numerous visiting artists who come to 
perform on a regular basis and ensure that local music 
lovers have their musical taste buds constantly enriched. 

MTYE 1s printed three times a year and distributed to 
hundreds of locations and individuals throughout the 
area, and can also be viewed at musictoyourears.org.uk 

If you would like to receive this leaflet, which is 
published three times a year, through the post or by 
email, please send your Name, Address, Post Code, and 
Email Address to: MTYE Mailings, 9 St Mary's 
Crescent, Leamington Spa, Warks CV31 IJL or by email 
to info@musictoyourears.org. 


The Stratford Festival Orchestra (SFO) was founded by 

> local musician Ray Coyte, just 13 months ago. Ray wanted 
> to form an orchestra that was inclusive and had a fun and 

| Interesting repertoire. There already are some well- 

| established orchestras in the Stratford area so the intention 
was to create something different. 

Local musician, Simon Kemp was appointed as the 
Musical Director to both conduct the orchestra and arrange 
- the music, and after putting the word out amongst a wide 
group of friends about 20 musicians signed up to start work 
and get playing. Local resident, Peter Calverley is the 
Orchestra Leader on 1St violin, and three other Welford 

residents also play strings and woodwind. 
| Within just a few more weeks the numbers grew, and 
within 3 months the SFO put on its first show. It was called 
.. Baroque & Roll - re-imagined rock classics from rock 
J4 co legends such as Led Zeppelin, Queen, Nirvana and the like, 
= but scored for an orchestra. The show sold out and was a 
huge success. 

This year the SFO are working on a project to celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the release of the iconic Beatles 
F album Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. On the 12th 
Feb the SFO and choir hired a coach to go down to London 
to record at the world famous ‘Abbey Road Studios’ where 
they recorded some Beatles material from that album to 
launch the project. You can hear some of the recordings on 
their website at stratfordfestivalorchestra.weebly.com 

Their next concert for the Orchestra and Choir is to 
be at the Levi Fox Hall at KES on Saturday April 22nd 
at 8pm. It will incorporate the Beatles material with music 
from the silver screen including a performance of Rhapsody 
in Blue together with well-known themes and songs from 
the world’s best loved films. 

If you are interested in joining the SFO, or attending 
their concerts please visit the website for more details as 
they would love to hear from you. 
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Chiropody P ractice 


Established 1999 






ELTARLES FUR ATT L KE 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 
The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 
antiques and collectables. 


A full range of Chiropody and Foot 
Care services are offered, including: - 


e« Corn and Callus removal. «+ Fungal Nails 
« Nail problems. e Skin Conditions. 
« Diabetic Foot Care. « General treatment. 





Surgery Open Monday to Friday 


TEL: 01789-336120 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


The Old Police House, Evesham Road, 
Binton, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV3/ &RP 


OL789 721 399, info@ barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 
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NICOLA MCGINN 
SKINCARE 
We offer a range of treatments: 


Dermalogica Skincare Treatments 





Ki : 
: 
‘i 
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mae | Professional Exfoliation 
Arms - Led Light Therapy 
Nr. CHIPPING CAMPDEN 


Non-Surgical Face Lifting 


Skin Tightening For Body & Face 


= ‘ Inch Loss For Body 
2 COU RSE SET ME N U » Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 
only £11.95 * Waxing & Threading 
Changes weekly & runs alongside main menu - Eye Treatments 


Available Mon-Fri lunch (12-2.30pm) and Mon-Thurs dinner (6-6.30pm only) 


TO BOOK - 013586 393 223 Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound 


Open all day every day, walkers welcome for Injuries 
Two AA rosettes for food 
Three times North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 


The Telegraph‘s Top 10 ‘Cosiest Pubs’ and “Best Beer Gardens’ : Private ireatinent Room 
- Flexible Appointments 


- Established 1997 
- Binton, CV37 9TP 


www.nicolamcginnskincare.co.uk 


Sports Massage & Remedial Massage 


« Pilates Training 


The Ebrington Arms 


THE 
Mr, Chi op if gj Cam pde ni IN G IL?) Ww 
Gloucestershire, GL55 4NH ARMS 


t: 01386 593 223 meee 
www.theebringtonarms.co.uk | (C)} 





Contact Nicola on 07798 641 593 


Welford and Weston on Avon 
Memorial Hall AGM 


The Memorial Hall AGM will be held at 7pm on 
Wednesday 29th March 2017 in the Memorial Hall. 
All Welcome. 

Peter Hook 


Shopping! 
Not the PP ne sort but the real-life bustle of store 
shopping. 

There is an inevitability that your tour round the aisles 
and shelves, pushing a trolley with an errant wheel which 
takes you sideways instead of straight on, will coincide with 
a couple shopping just in front of you. They stop to choose 
tomatoes, which you also want and have a debate about 
every pack size and variety before deciding they don't want 
tomatoes this weekend. 

And there are still six aisles to go with perhaps 250 
different items to pore over. However much you vary your 
route in the store they are right where you don't want them 
10 be, 

Then there is the 'Rearrange the Stock' syndrome from 
which food stores suffer. This is designed to stop you 
getting into a dull routine and attract you to other goodies. 
All it does of course is irritate because you have to ask staff 
where the dog food section has been hidden. 

'Moving the Seasons' is another store ploy. You heave a 
sigh of relief when Christmas and New Year are over and 
all you have to worry about is paying the bills in the cold, 
dark of January. But lo! Is that an Easter Egg I see before 
me? Not just one but hundreds of them. Be shrewd, not 
tempted and wait until two days before Good Friday when 
you can buy three for the price of one. Who wants chocolate 
eggs after Easter Monday? 

No sooner have schools closed their gates for the 
summer holiday than stores are lining up the "Back to 
School’ items your child must have come early September. 

But even before pupils are back at their desks Christmas 
has started. The first signal in August is a sign outside a pub 
or hotel 'Book Now For Christmas Day Lunch’. Have you 
ever had the urge to pull the sign down and trample it in the 
mud? 

Stores are not far behind. With a brief pause for 
Hallowe'en, the decorations, crackers, everlasting Christmas 
trees and every toy you could wish for are displayed. Those 
bills loom large again. 

We are said to be a nation of shopkeepers and hence 
shoppers but perhaps it beats demonstrating in the streets. 
There is always a bit of that to do outside Elizabeth House 
but only after the shopping is over. 

Barrie Russell 


Community 


CANCER SUPPORT 


Wednesday 26 April 2017 
10am until 12:30pm 
The Welford and Weston on Avon Memorial Hall 


Lorna will be hosting this finall event. We shall have our usual 
interesting stands and our very popular raffle to conclude the event. 
Please join us for tea/coffee and biscuits. 

All proceeds will go to Macmillan Cancer Support. 


When I took over this fund raising activity from Jenny 
Robinson in 1993 we held the events in our homes. For 
some years now, due to your wonderful support, we 
moved to the village hall, and over this period of time, 
have raised funds in excess of £24,000 for the training of 
Macmillan Nurses in the Warwickshire area. In order to 
raise this money, my sincere thanks go to all of you, who 
have run the various stands, made contributions, and 
generous donations, and provide many wonderful prizes 
for the raffle. It could not have been achieved without 
your help and hard work. 

After twenty-four years, the time has come for me to 
‘call it a day’, so let’s try to make this the best one ever. 

If anyone 1s interested in continuing the coffee 
morning (an annual event) please contact me and I will 
be pleased to help as much as possible. 
Lorna Smith 





Welford Cricket Club 


Welford Cricket Club will be celebrating 32 years on 
Synder Meadow this year with our Saturday league team 
and our Wednesday T20 team playing full seasons of 
fixtures. If you’d like to play on either a Saturday or 
Wednesday please then get in touch with Will (07928 
699 202) or Jim (07976 916 887), for the Wednesday 
team. 

Wyn Owen 

Welford Cricket Club Chairman 
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UPHOLSTERY 


Serving the Cots 

Surrounding are 

Re-Upholstery - wide ra 

fabrics and leather 

Wing Arm Chairs, Suites; 

Chaise Longue 

Loose Covers 

Frame/Spring Repairs 
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Tos 


Not all agents are t 


We sell Sol utions... Not Promises 
or 07956 910701 


SALES | RENTALS | RELOCATION | ; 
Over 30 years experience 


01789 532211 Domestic and Commercial 


WAWAWA Ur lal'iler <lalig-ialelil-g cel emote mel — 
Reids Estate, Welford Road, Long Marston, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8RA 7 days a week - 8.00am to 9.00pm 


Call Tony on 
01789 601646 





idford Community Library, Bramley Way, Bidford 
Monday and Tuesday 10.00am to 4.30pm 
Friday 10.00am to 6.00pm, Saturday 10.00am to 12 noon 
Email: bidfordlibra mail.com Telephone 01789 773239. 


At our community hub we offer activities and social groups so 
we are much more than just a library. Call in and see us! 


Digital, DAB and FM Aerials 
Registered Sky Installer 


| Distribution Systems i Bidford-on-Avon Tennis Club 
Suppliers of LCD & Plasma TV’s 
Sonos Audio Supplier (Behind the Crawford Memorial Hall, Salford Road, Bidford) 
HD Media Installer Well-established, 2 court friendly tennis club 
, Use of floodlights for evening play 
Jon Turner 
p P Awarded the Clubmark by the Lawn Tennis Association 
3 roprietor All ages and abilities welcome. Coaching available. 


Web: www. itaerials.com 
Email: jtaerials@aol.com 
01789 750645 07796 616513 


Club nights: Thursday evenings from 7.00pm, 
Simon Price: Membership Secretary on: 01789 772032 
or www.bidfordtennisclub.co.uk 


The True History of Maria Home 


Our next meeting is on Friday 24th 
March, at 7:30 pm in the Memorial 
Hall, and is entitled, The True 
History of Maria Home, 
Housekeeper to the Earls of 


Warwick. The illustrated talk will Rye 
be given by Dr. Sylvia Pinches. ge, 


Mrs Home was housekeeper at 
Warwick Castle for nearly 60 years, 
and when she died in 1834 she left 
over £20,000. Sir Walter Scott said in 
his diary that ‘his friend’ Mrs Home 
had saved the Earl’s collection of 
paintings from the bailiffs by paying 
them out of her own money. Find out 
how she made this money and 
something of the lives of servants in 
great households. 

Dr Sylvia Pinches is an historian 
with wide-ranging interests in local 
and social history. Her doctoral thesis 
was on charities in Warwickshire. She 





Continuing Education, University of 
Oxford. She is the Editor of 
Warwickshire History. 

Brad Plimmer 


was Curator of 78 Derngate, Rosemary Hale 750682 
Northampton 2001-2005 and worked Sue Hook 751400 
for the Victoria County History Trust Paul King T0125 
in Herefordshire 2005 - 2016. She is Brad Plimmer 750716 
a part-time tutor for the Department of Doreen Walkden 750436 


Friends of Welford School 


Supporting recycling and your local school 


Friends of Welford School (FOWS) 
have teamed up with UK Textile 
Recycling to provide a recycling 
service for the benefit of the school 
and the local community. 

The school has a blue clothing bank 
located on the playing field adjacent to 
Sunflowers Nursery. Donations of 
clothing/textiles can be made and the 
school is paid per tonne of textiles 
collected. This has the benefit of 
encouraging recycling and re-use 
whilst also raising money for the 
school. 

UK Textile Recycling is a family 
run business based in 
Northamptonshire with over 15 years’ 
experience of recycling textiles and 
clothing. 


The following items can be 
donated: 


¢ Adult and children’s clothing 

¢ Shoes and trainers (in pairs only) 
¢ Handbags and belts 

¢ Sheets, curtains and towels 


All items should be clean, and placed 
in a plastic carrier bag in the clothing 
bank. Once collected the items are 
sorted. Good quality clothing 1s 
exported for use in under-developed 
countries. Unwearable items are 
recycled into household products such 
as car insulation, furniture padding and 
artists’ painting paper. Absorbent 
materials, such as cotton and linen, are 
cut into industrial wiping rags, and 


History 


Feedback on our most recent 
meeting held on 27 January 2017 


The Memorial Hall was full for our 
last meeting, when John Harris gave 
a brilliant talk entitled “With the best 
Will in the world’. The audience of 
63 included 11 visitors. Based on his 
knowledge of Shakespeare, as a 
volunteer guide at the Shakespeare 
birthplace, John’s amusing and 
authoritative illustrated talk gave a 
real insight into ‘Will’s’ early life. 
He also explained how many of the 
phrases still in use today originated 
from that time. 

Following on from that meeting, 
we have now reached the one 
hundred mark for membership of the 
Local History Society. We’re looking 
forward to another good turnout at 
the March meeting which 1s covered 
in the article to the left. If you’re not 
already a member of the Local 
History Society, why not come along 
to that meeting ‘as a visitor’. It will 
only cost you £3 and you’ll be made 
very welcome. 

Brad Plimmer 


other materials, such as wool, are 
either shredded and made into felt, or 
pulled to make new yarn. 

Further information can be found 
on the UK Textile Recycling website, 
www.uktextilerecycling.co.uk 

We hope that all local residents will 
make use of this facility and help us to 
continue to raise much needed funds 
for our village school. 

Thank You. 

The FOWS Team 
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County Councillor's Report 





BARTON ROAD JUNCTION 

This was an improvement scheme I was anxious to deliver 
under the Safer Routes to School agenda. To see it 
completed gives me reassurance that Welford- on-Avon 
residents, especially the young and elderly, will be able to 
cross this difficult junction more safely. The clearance of 
the hedgerow and unkempt condition of the verge around 
Barndale is another significant improvement allowing 
vehicles to have a free and unobstructed view when exiting 
towards Long Marston. Unfortunately we still have the odd 
vehicle parking within 10 meters (33’) of the junction which 
is an offence. It also makes exiting the junction extremely 
difficult and dangerous. Hopefully we will see the adjacent 
landowner and Parish Council take positive steps to 
maintain the area in perpetuity and to make sure the electric 
cables are made safe. I'm due to have another site visit with 
WCC officers early in March to consider any further issues. 


SPEED LIMIT IMPROVEMENTS 

These would have been delivered sooner if not for many 
comments received from various people and organisations. 
The improvements will be: Milcote Road (extending 30mph 
limit); Binton Road between the river bridge and B439 
(rectifying the 60mph to 50mph ); Barton Road (extending 
30 mph limit); and finally Welford-on-Avon to Long 
Marston (extension of 30mph by 45 metres and reducing 
60mph to 50mph together with Gateway improvements). 
Unfortunately extending a 30 or 40 mph past the golf club 
did not meet the Highways criteria, although there was 
support from me, Long Marston & Welford councillors but 
I'm sure it will be the subject of future reviews with the 
growing volume of vehicles. Unfortunately both villages are 
constantly dogged with selfish drivers contravening the 
speed limit, so again I'm looking with officers at both 
villages to see what other traffic calming features can be 
installed. This cannot include physical structures as there 
are no street lights in either village which chicanes and the 
like require. 

Still on road safety, I negotiated with Quinton and Long 
Marston Parish Councils to use their redundant Community 
Speed Watch equipment. This was welcomed by Welford 
Parish Council who unanimously agreed to pay for its re- 


34 Welford Matters * March | April 2017 


calibration and maintenance in return for using the 
equipment. I have also granted funds to Cllr Barnes (£250) 
and £500 towards another local scheme. To loan the 
equipment from Long Marston & Quinton will save a 
significant amount of money. 

I'm also looking to fund from my Capital Transport 
Budget a bus shelter at the junction of the B439 Evesham 
Road & Welford. 

This will be my last Welford Matters report before the 
May County Elections, and is my opportunity to say a big 
thank you to all my constituents and your very effective 
Parish Councillors and excellent Parish Clerk Vanessa who, 
sadly for Welford, has resigned after 11 years to become 
Alcester's new Town Clerk - a job in which she will be sure 
to excel. Alcester’s gain is definitely our loss! Good Luck 
Vanessa and welcome to Cat Price, our new clerk. 

I would welcome discussion or questions on any Parish, 
County or District council matters. I can be contacted on my 
details below or more personally on 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Mike Brain 
County Councillor 
01789 720728 
07980 308568 mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mike.brain@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
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What is it? 

The National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) is organised 
and funded by BSEBI, CEH, JNCC and Plantlife. The aim is to 
collect data to provide an annual indication of changes in 
plant abundance and diversity. 


Why is it needed? 


Thanks to volunteers, we have a very good understanding 

of changes in the populations of birds, butterflies and bats. 
Plants are the foundations of ecosystems, but currently we do 
not have a good measure of changes in plant populations. 


How will it work? 


This is a scientific survey, so you will be randomly allocated 
a convenient 1km square to visit. The visit involves 
recording plant ‘indicator species’ in plots. Within your 
Tkm square you will record around 5 plots 





Who can take part? 


Anyone interested in nature who can identify plants, or who 

is keen to learn. Different levels of participation ensure that 

all who are keen can participate: you do not have to be an 
experienced botanist. There will be training matenals provided 
and the opportunity to attend workshops throughout the year. 











Botanical Society 
of Britain & ireland 





TRAFFIC AND SPEEDING IN 
WELFORD 

Some three years ago, Cala Homes 
received planning permission to build 
twenty homes including the required 
number of affordable houses off Long 
Marston Road. At the time my great 
concerns were the need to have traffic 
calming, a balancing pond due to 
flooding on the Barton Road and to 
have a good mix of homes with a 
bungalow at the entrance to the site. 
£30,000 was paid by the developers 
for traffic solutions. There was 
concern by the Parish Council about 
increasing the 30mph speed limit on 
the roads from the Milcote junction, 
after we successfully fought off 
proposals for 95 homes not far from 
this site. 

After meeting with Ron Ball, the 
County Council came out with their 
proposals for speed reduction. We 
were very pleased that it was 
suggested that the speed limit should 
be reduced from 60mph to 50mph 
between the villages but there was 
concern that Welford’s 30mph limit 
only continued a little way up from the 
Milcote junction. Concerns were 
voiced by a number of villagers about 
speeding cars at the golf course 
crossing. There was a large petition 
prepared. After talking to the local 
police and others we came up with the 
idea of speed being reduced to 40mph 
at the crossing down to the start of the 
30mph zone. This is a quite common 


arrangement when approaching other 
villages eg Salford Priors, Pillerton 
Priors and as I mentioned in my last 
newssheet, very often used in 
Shropshire. If the 5Omph idea was 
implemented then the traffic would be 
slow enough for 40mph there. But the 
County Council officers said no and 
suggested putting up more signage by 
the golf course instead which is not 
what we wanted. On Friday WCC will 
make their decision and I shall be 
going to Warwick to fully support the 
50mph proposal and see how I get on 
with the 40mph idea which I think will 
work coming into our village. 
Update — still no news as I write but I 
was copied in on the following email 
from Wayne Jones, the Environmental 
Health Officer at Stratford District 
Council, to Cllr Butlin (WCC): 
“Dear Cllr Butlin 

I understand there is a decision to be 
made about the new speed limit by the 
golf course, which District Cllr Barnes 
has spoken to me about. It’s his 
opinion that a lower speed limit would 
be safer for the golfers who cross the 
road to access the back nine holes. As 
the officer responsible for enforcing 
health and safety at the golf course I 
can only agree and would lend my 
support to the calls for the lower speed 
limit. 

I understand there are other factors 
for you to consider, but would 
appreciate you bearing it in mind.” 


LATEST TRAFFIC NEWS IN 
WELFORD 

Meanwhile traffic in Welford 
continues to be a problem with a car 
very recently colliding with the Barton 
Road street sign and fence just across 
from the village shop. 


B&Q STORE AT THE MAYBIRD 
CENTRE 
Readers may be interested to read a 
copy of a letter I sent recently to The 
Stratford Herald. 

“You may not be aware that an 
agreement has been reached with the 


District Councillor's Report 


owners of the Maybird Centre to grant 
an extension of the lease, for a period 
of 12months, on that part of the 
property occupied by B&Q. 

On behalf of the people of Stratford I 
would like to thank the District 
Council and particularly the Cabinet 
for the great deal of time and effort 
which has been spent in procuring this 
new arrangement which will ensure 
that B&Q can remain in Stratford 
whilst their longer future is planned. 
Cllr. Peter Barnes (Ind. Welford 
Ward) “ 


RAINBOW NURSERIES SITE 

As you know I have been making 
enquiries about the status of the 
discharge conditions for the Rainbow 
Nurseries planning permission. Here 
is areply from Christopher Allen of 
Stratford District Council: 

“Dear Councillor Barnes, 

Louise spoke to me about this and 
asked me to e-mail you with an 
update. 

We can confirm that nothing has 
been submitted to discharge conditions 
on the planning permission 
14/02954/FUL (6 pitches). Although, 
we can confirm we have had an 
application to discharge conditions on 
the planning permission 
15/02145/FUL (8 pitches). 

DISCN/00105/16 is the reference 
and is for: 

Discharge of Conditions 10 Hard 
Landscaping, Acoustic Fencing and 
Fence Colour, 11 Soft Landscaping, 
13 External Lighting, 14 Foul 
Drainage, 15 Surface Water Drainage, 
18 Double Glazing on Mobile Homes 
on Pitches 5 and 6 and 19 External 
Colour of Mobile Homes of planning 
permission 15/02145/FUL. 

We have not formally approved any 
of these conditions to date but, at 
present Conditions 10, 13 and 18 are 
acceptable. 

I trust this has been useful to you. 
Regards, Chris” 

Clir Peter Barnes 
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Planning decisions 


Planning Appeals 
APP/J3720/W/16/3160112 


Planning Notices 


16/03768/FUL 


16/03267/FUL 
16/03820/FUL 
16/03298/FUL 


16/04056/TREE 


16/03528/FUL 
& 

16/03529/FUL 
16/03679/FUL 


Planning Applications 


24th January 2017 
16/03998/FUL 


16/03726/FUL 


16/03285/FUL 


16/03184/FUL 


7th February 2017 
16/04102/FUL 


& 
16/04103/LBC 


17/00181/VARY 


21st February 2017 
Meeting cancelled 


Welford Park, Barton Road 
Use of land as a residential caravan park for all year round 
occupation 


Hazelwood Villa, Barton Road 
Single storey rear extensions 


Avon Bridge, Binton Road 
Demolition of existing single storey dwelling and the 
construction of two dwellings. 


Tew Park, Binton Road 
Erection of 2 dwellings and detached garages 
(resubmission of 13/0299/FUL) 


Purbeck, Headland Road 
Demolition of existing building and construction of 6 
dwellings and garages 


The Homestead, High Street 
Various tree work 


The Thatch, Chapel Street 
Replacement of single storey rear wing with two storey rear 
wing, and replacement of driveway gates. 


The Orchard, Church Street 


Single storey rear extension to replace outbuildings and 
conservatory 


Land adjacent to Daffodil Cottage, Church Street 
Erection of one dwelling and associated landscaping 


Honeystones, Long Marston Road 


Garage conversion including first floor extension over existing 
garages and construction of a glazed link at first floor level to 


link the new extension to the existing dwelling. 2 storey 
extension to front elevation and first floor extension to 
bedroom 2 


Orchard Lodge, Duck Lane 
Erection of new dwelling and new vehicular access 


Home Farm, Barton Road 
Demolition of existing chicken sheds and construction of 7 
dwellings and associated infrastructure 


Bridges Cottage, Church Street 
Replacement of entrance porch, replacement single storey 


extension, construction of rear first floor link, insertion of side 


door, internal alterations and improvements 


Land adjacent to Church Bank, Binton Road 
Variation of conditions 6 and 7 of planning permission 
15/02660/FUL (construction of two dwellings) to allow 


alterations to, and surfacing of, the access prior to occupation 


of the dwellings. 
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APPEAL DISMISSED 


GRANTED 
3 conditions 


WITHDRAWN 


GRANTED 


14 conditions 


REFUSED 


NO OBJECTION 


WITHDRAWN 


GRANTED 
3 conditions 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


OBJECT 


OBJECT 


SUPPORT 


NO REPRESENTATION 


German Mass\Steins of 
Sausages German beer 





Community 


Taking steps to improve Welford footpaths 


The footpaths in and around the 
village are well used by many in the 
parish and occasionally by possibly 
almost everyone at one time or 


another. The care and maintenance of 


the many footpaths rests with the 
County Council but we as the Parish 
Council take a very close interest to 
ensure these age-old routes are kept 
passable and in reasonable condition. 
This is achieved is no small part 


through the voluntary efforts of a few 


villagers who organise working 


parties to tackle the larger needs, such 


as the work by the river at the foot of 
Cress Hill and the recent replacement 
of a footbridge further along the river 


towards Barton. These are undertaken 


in concert with advice and guidance 
and, occasionally, monetary support 
from Warwickshire County Council. 
To these volunteers the Parish 
Council is very grateful. 


Other recent work has included the 


relaying of the footpath from 
Headland Road to the cemetery, a 
route much used but which had 


become rather untidy towards the end 


of last year. The clearance, digging 


over and reseeding of the verge on the 


corner of Barton Road and the Long 
Marston Rd was completed in 
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January, an area that had become 
rather overgrown and unsightly but 
which will, in time, enhance the 
visitors view as they enter the village 
from the south and make the junction 
much safer for car users. 

Funding for these projects comes 
from the Parish Council funds but 
also from the several companies 
currently undertaking house-building 
projects within Welford. As part of 
the S106 planning agreements these 
companies are obliged to make funds 
available to the local council for 
works needed as a result of their 
development and of benefit to the 
village and its residents. The 
restoration of footpaths around the 
Fairlea site comes under this heading. 

Of course not everything can be 
done immediately: there is a way-post 
missing on footpath SD28 (yes, they 
all have numbers) which runs from 
Poole Close across the field to the 
Milcote road. This was reported a 
while ago but due to the poor weather 
saturating the ground, the new post 
installation has been held back. A dog 
bin was removed as part of the 
clearance of the verge near the village 
shop recently and a replacement has 
been obtained but will be re-sited at 


Welford 
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the corner of Headland Road and Mill 
Lane. Storm Doris recently caused a 
tree to come down blocking the path 
alongside the field near Hunt Hall 
Farm so that too had to be cleared on 
a wet and windy Saturday afternoon. 

So it is not just the paths 
themselves but the furniture that 
accompanies them that are maintained 
by the Parish Council. So to keep our 
great footpaths open and available to 
all, if you come across any broken or 
missing signs, please do report them 
to the Parish Council. 

Please remember that if your 
property adjoins or backs onto a 
footpath through the village, you are 
responsible for making sure it is kept 
clear, so please keep your hedge cut 
back to allow free use of the footpath. 
Brian Stanford 
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What's on in Welford 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 21 March - Chapel Rooms 


History Society: The history of Mrs Maria Home 


7:30 pm Friday, 24 March - Memorial Hall 


Mothers Day Service 
11:00 am Sunday, 26 March - St Peter's Church 


Memorial Hall AGM 
7:00 pm Wednesday, 29 March - Memorial Hall 


Flood Summit 


10:00 am Saturday, 1 April - Stratford-upon-Avon 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 4 April - Memorial Hall 


Welford Bavarian Bier Fest 
7:00 pm Saturday, 8 April - Memorial Hall 


St Peters Church Family Event 
4:00 pm Sunday, 9 April - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 18 April - Chapel Rooms 


History Society AGM, Quiz and Fish supper 
7:30 pm Friday, 21 April - Memorial Hall 


Avon Cat Rescue Bazaar and Open day 
2:00 pm Saturday, 22 April - Chapel Lane 


Antiques Quiz and Curry Night 
7:30 pm Saturday, 29 April - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 2 May - Memorial Hall 


Welerd ond- Weston-on ‘Avon 
Nlemorial Hall 
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A quiz night with a diference! 
How accuratley can you appraise the onda: 
Come and tesl your knowledge and e ie a de ILOus c i 
Gt Mlemenced bar. “lagshs of A to 6 ea is q 
aid induviduals are welcome too. hae ade a curry per. 
bi a 
ss acdh 29 Abril 7:30 pm 
alae £10 available from Alan Smart 
2 eler_ look 751 400 


Arnette Seeley /51 Af) 
Juli Wars sel $50 &] 4] 





750 090 


Village Directory 


Local Council 


Parish Council 

Chairman 

Parish Clerk 

Finance, Deputy Chair 

Planning, Synder Meadow 

Traffic, Flood Action Group 

Village Maintenance, School Liaison 
Community Liaison, Cress Hill 
Footpaths, Defibrillators 


Responsible Finance Officer 
Parish Website Manager 


Simon Carter 
Cat Price 

Peter Martin 
Jamie Hockaday 
Debbie Jones 
James Kimpton 
Kate Winston 
Brian Stanford 


John Wibberley 
Colin Winston 


T: 01789 750414 (office hours only please) 


E: welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


District Councillor 

Peter Barnes 

T: 01789 750837 

E: peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk 


Community 


Allotments 
Linda Horrocks 
E: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 


Art S/OUp 
T: 01789 750940 (jill Rose) 


History Society . 
T: 01789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 


Knitting for Crisis 
T: 01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 
T: 01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
E: glenisdyer@gmail.com 


Sports 


= pols Club 
1: 01789 751488 (Chris Fox) 


Bowls Club 
T: 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


Amenities 


The Bell 
T: 01789 750353 
W :thebellwelford.co.uk 


The Four Alls 
T: 01789 751329 
W: thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 


may EOE Bure Butchers 
89 750213 

E eeppa eomnarercarrel com 
W: maypolebutchers.co.uk 


noma 


Memorial Hall 
T: 07548 129880 


County Councillor 

Mike Brain 

1: 01789 720728 

E: cllrorain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Over 60s Club 
T: 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 
T: 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford Wives 
T: 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

T: 07823 533488 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
E: alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Cricket Club 
T: 01789 750997 (Guy Lane) 


Football Club 
W: welfordfootballclub.co.uk 


Methodist Church 
Ros Murph 

T: 01789 740538 

E: RMOLJ8)RO@gmail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
1: 01789 751546 


The = parespeate 
T: 01789 751116 
W: theshakespeareinnwelford.co.uk 


Welford Garage 
T: 01789 750200 


Welford on Avon Primary School — 


7.01789 750 214 


If you have any feedback please contact: 
welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


